recorded the number of groups and pellets within each group to examine which measure was 130 the most informative. For analysis, we categorized 29 transects into 3 distance classes from 131
The Flats: 1 -250 m (n = 9), 251 -500 m (n = 4) and > 1000 m (n = 16, including 2 at 1000 132 m and 14 located > 5 km). We omitted 1 transect located > 5 km from analyses because it had 133 been burnt by a spot fire prior to the 2009 survey. We normalized data using a log 134 transformation and tested differences in fecal pellet counts between distance categories over 135 time using Repeated Measures Analysis of Variance. 2004), but we also counted individual pellets. Although the two measures largely showed 315 similar patterns, we found that pellet group counts failed to detect short-term effects, whereas 316 counts of individual pellets were more sensitive to subtle changes in deer activity. Initially, 317 fecal pellet density on The Flats decreased with shooting in May 2008, but quickly returned 318 to pre-cull levels when shooting paused in June, suggesting that the primary effect of control 319 activities was short-term deterrence rather than a significant reduction of the population. 
